
Volume 9, Issue 1, April 2016 20

Lindroth, C. H. 1961. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 2. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 20:1–200.

Lindroth, C. H. 1963. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 3. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 24:201–408.

Lindroth, C. H. 1966. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 4. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 29:409–648.

Lindroth, C. H. 1968. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 5. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 33:649–944.

Lindroth, C. H. 1969a. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 6. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 34:945–1192.

Lindroth, C. H. 1969b. The ground-beetles (Carabidae, excl.
Cicindelidae) of Canada and Alaska. Part 1. Opuscula
Entomologica Supplements 35:I–XLVIII.

Ratnasingham, S., and P. D. N. Hebert. 2013. A DNA-
Based Registry for All Animal Species: The Barcode
Index Number (BIN) System. PLoS ONE 8:e66213.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0066213.

Rausch, R. L., and V. R. Rausch. 1968. On the biology
and systematic position of Microtus abbreviatus Miller, a
vole endemic to the St. Matthew Islands, Bering Sea.
Zeitschrift für Säugetierkunde 33:65–99.

Romano, M. D., D. Klein, A. DeGange, S. Delehanty,
M. Garroute, D. Griffin, R. Kleinleder, D. Sikes,
and H. M. Renner. 2013. Report of 2012 Expedi-
tion to St. Matthew and Other Bering Sea Islands.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska Maritime Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Homer, Alaska. URL https:

//absilcc.org/science/amnwr/Shared%20Documents/

St%20Matthew%202012%20expedition.pdf.

Sikes, D. S., M. L. Bowser, J. M. Morton, C. Bickford,
S. Meierotto, and K. Hildebrandt. in press. Building a
DNA barcode library of Alaska’s non-marine arthropods.
Genome.

Food review: Urocerus flavicornis (Fabricius)
(Hymenoptera: Siricidae)
by Matt Bowser1

Figure 1: Larvae from spruce wood, 8.March.2015.

Last March as my family was working on putting up
wood at my household in Kasilof, there was a time when

we came across quantities of large larvae in spruce (Picea
×lutzii Little) rounds from a tree that had died in the last
couple of years. We usually feed these to our chickens, but
we found enough at this time that a meal for a person could
be considered.

Most of these I am pretty confident were Urocerus
flavicornis (Fabricius), which we have collected here
(KNWR:Ento:8613), but some of the smaller siricid larvae
could have been Sirex nitidus (T. W. Harris), also known
from our property (KNWR:Ento:7175). There were also a
few of what may have been beetle larvae.

I sautéed all of these larvae as if they were shrimp in a
scampi sauce of butter, garlic, lemon juice, and crumbled,
dried celery leaves. They cooked to a firm texture not un-
like cooked shrimp and had a surprisingly sprucy flavor
like spruce tips, spruce gum, or pine nuts. This seemed a
little out-of-place in the scampi, but it was not bad. The ter-
minal spines were surprisingly sharp and poky. It would
have been best to chop off the hind ends of these larvae af-
ter they had been cooked.

In future, I think U. flavicornis larvae might be best
served roasted, then chopped into a fresh pesto, where that
sprucy taste might be a welcome, cheaper alternative to
pine nuts.

1US Fish & Wildlife Service, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, Soldotna, Alaska, Matt_Bowser@fws.gov
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